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randa of the property belonging to each party, which Lt. Hanis, the commanding officer of the "General Jessup," deposes he placed in your hands. These are not to be found.
I searched all the records of the Provost Marshal's office at Fort Monroe, Va. Will you be so kind as to inform me where those lists may be found, and information as to what the property netted to the United States.
If you are not able to comply with the above, be pleased to place me in communication with Maj. Lt. C. W. Farrington, John Cassels, C. M. Whelden, and Lt. C. G. Field. By complying with the above, you will greatly oblige very respectfully, Sir,
Your obdt. Servant, WM. H. NICODEMUS, Lt. Col. U.S.A.
From General Butler to Lieutenant Nicodemus
COL: Some time in Jan., 1864, General Graham with his army boats made an expedition up the James, and there captured a sloop and schooner with some Jews and property on board. When in Washington I asked the Sec. of War what should be done with such cases. He replied, "If you give the captured as prizes to the men, I shall never inquire after it." Whereupon I caused the property to be sold by the order of Provost Marshal, and it was paid into the civil fund, but directed to be kept separately, because I intended to distribute it. The capture of the enemy afterwards of a portion of the force prevented this distribution. That money proceeds of that property, was duly accounted for and turned over with other monies to Maj. Seward I doubt not, and receipt taken by Mr. Field. You can get 'all the details each in their department if you will write to Mr. Field and Mr. Farrington at Lowell, to Major Cassels at Pittsburg, or Lt. Col. Whelden at Pittsfield, Mass. Major Cassels can probably give you the whereabouts of the papers relating to this transaction. The whole was a lawful prize to the Government. Any other information will be cheerfully furnished.
B. F. B.
From J. K, Herbert
WASHINGTON, D. C., Jtdy 22/65 To the President
SIR: I desire Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler to visit Washington on important private business of my own, and as there is a